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Here’s What Makes It Fun! 


A prominent banker writes: 
“Some things your information 
service reports I don’t agree with 
.. .but it digs like knife blades into 
one’s thinking . . . I wouldn’t miss 
an issue for anything.” 


From a pastor: “Biggest dollar’s 
worth I’ve ever had. I get a ser- 
mon out of every Wells’ cartoon 

. . besides the invaluable stream 
of reports on trends that has kept 
me more aware than I’ve ever been 
before.” 


From a Sunday school teacher: 
“At last, something that’s sure to 
make a class sit up and talk! I 
always keep a recent issue in my 
notes for practical, realistic, illus- 
trative material.” 


And, by the way, two of these 
letters enclosed subscriptions for 
associates or relatives! 











Fresh Reports from Asia 


Have you been puzzled by the reports 
and photographs of Japanese officials 
parading their white prisoners before 
the Chinese population? Conversation 
with Americans who have just returned 
from Asia is enlightening. They report 
that the Japanese have been particularly 
interested in demonstrating to the 
Chinese masses that the white people 
are not gods or supermen, as has been 
held quite generally by the white over- 
lords of trade for several centuries. Long 
lines of ragged, shackled white men have 
symbolized a terrific reversal of the 
“order of things” in Asia. 

Some other comments that do not 
reach the average public from Americar 
refugees indicate that all is not as well 
with the Chinese military forces as our 
official press reports picture. The split 
between the numerically strong Chinese 
Communists and Chiang Kai Shek has 
never been healed, and serious jealousies 
and quarrels continue between Chinese 
military men and the civilian authorities 
of the Chungking government. It is 
particularly disheartening to learn that 
the facts of actual military conditions 
have not all been told. Americans point 
out great misrepresentations of battles, 
—such as skirmishes and withdrawal of 
advance Japanese pickets — sometimes 
having been reported as great battles by 
Chinese generals to win personal “face.” 

These reports also painfully indicate 
that many Chinese mistrust American 
officials who yet remain in Asia. The 


Chinese fear that a United Nations vic- 


tory will simply establish another brand 
of white imperialism in Asia. The 
Chinese frankly admit no regret that the 
Japanese have expelled the British from 


J (Continued on next page) 


High Lights 


The American financial’ system is still badly out of joint. There is less and 
less to buy, and more and more money is pouring into circulation. Many thou- 
sands of young people who have never earned over $15.00 a week or less, are find- 
ing as much as $50.00 in their pockets every Saturday and they try hard to spend 
it. With less to buy every Saturday, something drastic (to our way of life) is go- 
ing to have to be done to funnel off this purchasing power into savings—savings 
accessible to the government for war spending. Better prepare for the worst 
at this point. 

There is going to be a rapidly increasing scarcity of foods this winter. 
shortage in each locality will be governed by what has to be shipped in. You'd 
better start eating home grown foods only. Pegging prices won’t grow grapefruit 
in Michigan or make cheese out of orange juice. 

We are rapidly drifting into a very serious man-power shortage. The war 
program is already suffering extensively from lack of workers and production of 
civilian goods is badly hurt by the loss of skilled labor. Yet—there are still mil- 
tions of Negroes in America, many thousands of them skilled workers (and hun- 
dreds of thousands more who could be quickly taught) who can’t get decent jobs 
We are like the British Tories who would rather lose the war than lose India; 
we'd rather lose the war than let the Negro expand into a stronger economic 
position. Progress is being made, slowly, painfully, but not nearly fast enough to 
meet a growing debacle in man-power or to stem a dangerous tide of awakening 
bitterness on the part of thirteen million Negroes. There is a smoking volcano 
in America! 

Don’t let anybody tell you top incomes are going to be levelled to $25,000. 
That’s hokum for the masses. The big boys already have that fixed up. The 
$25,000 limit is to be pushed on salaries but a man can get his income in many 
subtle ways. 

If the public knew the quarreling that is going on between important desks in 
Washington, and the millions that are being wasted by fellows who would much 
rather toss your tax money out of the window than give in on some point (and 
they sometimes do that very thing)—if the public only knew, there would be a 
march on Washington that would make history. Also, the public does not know 
that there is no real united command on our military fronts. Instead of unity 
for victory (which the public is propagandized it must have), there is a muddle’ 
of competing theories, too much jealousy between commands and bitter divisions 
between branches of service. When it is all written'down after the war it will 
be something to blow your hat off. 

For victory’s sake, we believe these things should be known to the public, for 
only as the public does know will men put first things first. That is the only 
way democracy can work. And yet there are those who would suppress all facts 
until the infections in democracy have spread throughout all the framework of 
our system and there is no cure because there is no health or truth left. It is 
only truth that makes men free, and only truth can keep them free. 


Washington’s Vice Problem 


Vice conditions around military training centers—which we reported to you 
some weeks ago—have finally been recognized publicly as two Senate investigat- 
ing committees go to work to try to solve the problem. Action came as a result 
of alarming conditions in the area of the capital itself where prostitutes are 
working openly and venereal disease has reached an alarming peak. 

The problem is intensified in the Washington area because of the difficulty of 
getting convictions, according to the Police Department which reports that 2168 
arrests of 221 prostitutes in a six months’ period resulted in only 183 convictions, 
and that one girl was arrested 83 times in five years and convicted only once. 
Health Department records show that 55% of the 1000 known prostitutes in 
Washington are diseased. 


The 


The Pope as Peace Negotiator? 


Many Christians are wondering about Myron Taylor’s business at the Vatican 
where, as Mr. Roosevelt’s special representative, he was granted one of the 
longest interviews ever given by the present Pope. Information furnished by 
uncensored correspondence of the Worldover Press advises us that whether or 
not there is any connection between Mr. Taylor’s mission and possible future 
peace proposals, it is interesting to note that in the hands of the Pope lies what 
is probably the only machinery for mediating the war that exists today. 

This machinery has been available since the ratification of the Lateran Treaty 
of 1929, which provided that the contending parties in any international dispute 
might appeal to the Pope for a decision by his court. The Pope is not only head 
of the Catholic Church, but he is also a temporal sovereign—the ruler of the 
Vatican City, the world’s. smallest state. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Shortage, Salvage, Surplus 


Between the Lines recently talked to some leading paper 
manufacturers who are indignant over the recent paper salvage 
drive which persuaded home makers to save wrapping paper 
and boxes for their own use and save old newspapers for sal- 
yage. Stores began to deliver parcels in manufacturers boxes, 
‘to cut down on wrappings and bags. So much paper has ac- 
cumulated that paper makers are yelling “stop”, and now only 
the Salvation Army as usual wants our old newspapers. 

This situation is one of the many paradoxes we will see in 
this war. On one hand the War Production Board has notified 
the printing and publishing industry that a curtailment of con- 
sumption is essential and could be accomplished without ap- 
preciable hardships by cutting out luxury lines and specialty 
products. On the other hand, the paper industry wails over 
the sudden drop in bag and box consumption, in the lag in 
wrapping paper business. They say there is plenty of paper 
and that the public cooperation on paper conservation has been 
a drastic blow to the paper industry. 

This hardship on an established industry is tragic, but are 
we to understand that in spite of the awful lessons the war 
has taught concerning the value of our resources we are to go 
back to wasteful ways just to keep plants busy? Those plants 
could better turn their energies to war work—not always a 
simple conversion job of course but better far than again to 
turn the public to an economy of profligate waste. The expand- 
ing economy of the world is demonstrating that those days are 
over and if America has not yet learned the lesson then the 
war with the Axis is not the only struggle America has yet to 
face. 


The Russian Managerial Revolution 


Reports from Russia indicate that since the war began in 
1939 a great change is slowly taking place in the control of 
Russian industry and production through the state set-up. 
Traditionally the Soviet control rested entirely upon a party 
of so-called “Loyal Bolsheviks”, men taken directly from peas- 
ant and worker surroundings and put in charge of railroads 
and factories to struggle with the American engineers hired to 
set up production. 


Gradually this has changed and today a new class is rising 
to power under the wide supervision of Stalin and his execu- 
tive group of the communist party. A new generation of pro- 
duction engineers and factory managers, educated under the 
supervision of American experts, is now sufficiently numerous 
thoroughly to supervise Russia’s entire production. The war 
has brought out the genius of their abilities. As they have 
been able to continue production under war demands, often 
moving whole factories thousands of miles with scarcely the 
loss of a month’s quota, their place in the Russian economic 
and political system has been well established. 

A recent book by a prominent social scientist, Dr. S. M. 
Schwarz, states that Russia has achieved the managerial state 
in the past swift years while the rest of the world has been 
struggling to save its old economic forms. Social scientists 
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have been calling the managerial state the ideal of social evolu- 
tion; under this form of government men of high scientific at- 
tainment would run the state and control its industries for rea- 
sons of efficiency and production rather than for political power 
or personal gain. No one can say to what extent Russia has 
achieved the ideals of this concept at the present time, but the 
impact of any partial achievement along this line in Russia 
will likely rock the entire economic world as basically as did 
the Russian revolution itself. The economic system of the 
democracies as well as of the Axis powers, struggling in utter 
confusion as they try to retain the profit system while strip- 
ping themselves bare for the achievements demanded by total 
war, will inevitably be shaken by this new economic revolu- 
tion in Russia. 


Missionaries Interpret Far East 


Christian citizens will note with satisfaction the fact that 
returned missionaries from the Far East are being extensively 
called in to aid and advise the government in matters of lang- 
uage and understanding of Oriental peoples. Their expert 
knowledge along such lines is of tremendous value. 


It could be pointed out with justice that had these veteran 
missionaries been consulted occasionally throughout past years, 
it is not likely that there would ever have been a war. 


Oil for Japan—Not Russia 


Among the stories that are making fur fly around Washington 
is the report which has appeared in several quarters (even in 
one press column), of the fact that barely two years ago the 
State Department was allowing American oil firms to play 
along with Japan and not allowing the same companies to help 
Russia. (We were mad at Russia then over Finland). 

The Japanese were trying to buy special oil refining ma- 
chinery and the question was raised as to how they could use 
United States oil refining machinery when they didn’t know 
the supposedly carefully guarded secret formulas for making 
high quality aviation gas. Japanese buyers very frankly ex- 
plained that they had already bought these secret processes 
from Standard Oil subsidaries in Asia for $700,000! 


In the meantime Russia was trying to get refining machinery 
and as late as January, 1941, six months before Hitler’s attack 
on the Soviet, Russia tried to order $30,000,000 worth of ma- 
chinery, something the Soviet now desperately needs, for place- 
ment in the Ural area away from danger of invasion. This 
deal was blocked by our State Department. Do you wonder 
that the Russians do not trust us? 


God or Caesar? 


A discussion of considerable proportions has been going on 
in a small New Jersey town as to the propriety of letting the 
Christian flag take precedence over “Old Glory” in the First 
Presbyterian Church. The Chief of Police believes the national 
flag should have the place of honor to the right of pulpit, the 
pastor of the church disagrees. A valuable precedence is being 
set here for a frequently debated question. 





